
January 1, 2017 
Epiphany Sunday 

11:00 a.m. 
 

Advent Sermon Series:  The Promise of Christmas 

 
 We invite you to stand as you are able 
    

    Chiming of the Hour   
 

    Welcome 
 

    Opening Voluntary  
    Swiss Noel                                                                                                                 D'Aquin  
 

 Hymn of Praise No. 254        
    We Three Kings                                                                                                       Hopkins 
       

    Concerns of the Congregation 
 

    Pastoral Prayer 
         

    Solo 
    Who Would Send a Baby?                                                                       Mary Kay Beall 

Laurie Briggs 
         

    We Worship with our Tithes and Offerings 
 

    Offertory                                                                                              
    Shepherd's Pipe                                                                                                          Young  
        
    Doxology 
    Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise him, all creatures here below. 
    Praise him  above, ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    

    Scripture 
    Matthew 2:1-12                                                                                                  NT Page 2 
 

    Sermon  
    A New Year’s Journey                                                                  Rev. Jamie Armstrong 
      
   John Wesley’s Covenant Renewal Service 
 

   Proclamation  
   Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Christian life is redeemed from sin and 
   consecrated to God.  Through baptism, we have entered this life and have been 
   admitted into the new covenant of which Jesus Christ is the Mediator. He sealed 
   it with his own blood, that it might last for ever. On the one side, God promises 
   to give us new life in Christ, the Source and Perfecter of our faith. On the other 
   side, we are pledged to live no more for ourselves but only for Jesus Christ, who 
   loved us and gave himself for us.  From time to time we renew our covenant 
   with God, especially when we reaffirm the Baptism Covenant and gather at the 
   Lord's table. 
    

   Today, however, we meet, as the generations before us have met, to renew the 
   covenant that binds us to God. Let us make this covenant of God our own.  
  



   Invitation 
   Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants. Give yourselves to him, that you 
   may belong to him.  Christ has many services to be done. Some are more easy 
   and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful. Some are suitable to 
   our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both. In some we may 
   please Christ and please ourselves. But then there are other works where we 
   cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves. It is necessary, therefore, that 
   we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ. 
  

   Let us, therefore, go to Christ, and pray. 
 

   Let me be your servant, under your command.  I will no longer be my 
   own.  I will give up myself to your will in all things. 
  

   Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work. 
  

   Lord, make me what you will.  
   I put myself fully into your hands:  
   put me to doing, put me to suffering,  
   let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you,  
   let me be full, let me be empty,  
   let me have all things, let me have nothing.  
   I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 
 

   Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants. He is the source of all  
   salvation to those who obey. Christ will have no servants except by consent to 
   all that he requires. Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing. Confirm this by 
   a holy covenant.  To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these  
   admonitions:  
 

   First, set apart some time, more than once, to be spent alone before the Lord; in 
   seeking earnestly God's special assistance and gracious acceptance of you; in 
   carefully thinking through all the conditions of the covenant; in searching your 
   hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ.  Consider what 
   your sins are.  Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they 
   are, and whether you, after having carefully considered them, are willing to 
   choose them all.  Be sure you are clear in these matters, see that you do not lie 
   to God. 
  

   Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 
  

   Third, claim God's covenant, rely upon God's promise of giving grace and 
   strength, so you can keep your promise. Trust not your own strength and 
   power. 
 

   Fourth, resolve to be faithful. You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have 
   opened your mouths to the Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God. With 
   God's power, never go back. 
  

   And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord.  Fall down on 
   your knees, lift your hands toward heaven, open your hearts to the Lord as we 
   pray:  (The people may kneel or bow their heads.)  
  

   Covenant Prayer 
   O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as I fall 
   down before you. Forgive my unfaithfulness in not having done your 
   will, for you have promised mercy to me if I turn to you with my whole 
   heart.  
  

   God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 
  

   I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with 
   you that no known sin shall be allowed in my life.  Against your will, I 
   have turned my love toward the world.  In your power I will watch all 
   temptations that will lead me away from you. For my own righteousness 
   is riddled with sin, unable to stand before you. 
 

   Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him.  
  

   Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and 
   God.  I take you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for my portion, and vow to 
   give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness 
   and righteousness all the days of my life.  



  

   God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and means of coming to 
   God.  
  

   Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and 
   living Way, and sincerely join myself in a covenant with him.  O blessed 
   Jesus, I come to you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, 
   unworthy even to wash the feet of your servants. 
   

   I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head. 
   I renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the Lord, my 
   righteousness.  I renounce my own  wisdom, and take you for my only 
   guide.  I renounce my own will, and take your will as my law.  
  

   Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.  
  

   I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may 
   fall.  Through your grace I promise that neither life nor death shall part 
   me from you.  
  

   God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.  
 

   I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden. 
   All your laws are  holy, just, and good.  I therefore take them as the rule 
   for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to order 
   my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself to 
   neglect anything I know to be my duty.  
 

   The almighty God searches and knows your heart.  
  

   O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without guile 
   or reservation.  If any falsehood should be in it, guide me and help me to 
   set it aright.  And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I from 
   this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father. 
   Glory be to you, O God the Son, who have loved me and washed me from 
   my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer. 
   Glory be to you, O God the Holy Spirit, who by your almighty power have 
   turned my heart from sin to God.  
   O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you 
   have now become my Covenant Friend.  
   And I, through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant. 
   So be it.  
   And let the covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven.  
   Amen.  
 

   This Covenant Service is reprinted from The United Methodist Book of Worship, Copyright 1992 The United Methodist  
     Publishing House. Used by permission. 
 

   The Great Thanksgiving 
    Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
    People:  And also with you. 
    Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
    People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
    Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    Leader:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
    thanks to you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth… 
    ...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
    your name and  join their unending hymn:  
    All:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
    are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
    in the name of  the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
    Leader:  And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in  Jesus Christ, we 
    offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in  
    union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of  faith. 
    People:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
    Leader: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 
    bread and wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we 
    may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  By your Spirit 
    make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the 
    world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
     



    Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all 
    honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 
    All:  Amen. 
 

    The Lord’s Prayer 
    

    Giving the Bread and Cup 
 

 Hymn of Response No.  251 

    Go Tell It on the Mountain                                                                                        Smith    
                   Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 

 Benediction and Blessing  
 

 Postlude 
    My Master, See, The Time Has Come                                                     arr. Burkhardt  
 
 
Member Care Birthday Card Ministry 
Let us joyfully unite to remember the birthdays of our shut-ins and nursing 
home residents. Card collection baskets are located in the 4th Avenue entry 
way and the main hallway near the workroom. Pastor Doug will  personally 
deliver the cards to these dear folks. 
 

January 14—Alvin Pope 

January 24—Kathryn Neal 

 

Mission Opportunities (Drop off items in the  hallway near the work room.) 
Pastor’s Pantry: Canned Tuna/Salmon,  Canned Green Beans, Oatmeal (boxed-single 
packs), and Saltine Crackers 
United Methodist Women: New or gently used children’s books, used postage 
stamps, and Campbell’s Soup bar codes 

Our Stewardship for God’s Work This stewardship report is given so you 
may follow our financial progress throughout the year.  Each Sunday, please 
review and thoughtfully pray over this report. 
Everyone is a part of God’s  stewardship. 
 

Report for Sunday, December 25, 2016:   
Early Worship:  Morning Worship: 108 Total: 108                
Weekly Offerings:  $4,397.56 
Weekly Needed: $10,836.46  
Total Received to Date:  $562,429.23  
Needed to Date:  $563,495.92 

 

Online Giving For mobile device users, the QR 
(Quick Response) code will take you to a secure mobile site for Online Giving 
from your smartphone or tablet.  On your first visit, you will need to create a 
profile.  

Mid-Week Family Fellowship returns January 11, 2017  
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

Adult $6 each  ~  Children $4 each  OR  Family Maximum: $20 
 

January 11 - Disaster Response Team with Asher Ellis share about their mission 
                       trip to Louisiana 
January 18 - Wildcat Mountain Boys Bluegrass Band 
January 25 - Rev. Jamie Armstrong shares about trip to the Holy Land (Also, on 
                       February 22, March 29 and April 26.)  
 

If you do not have a STANDING RESERVATION and would like to join us,  email 
dhuskins@firstumclex.org OR call the church office (336) 248-2886. 



WEEKLY CALENDAR 
Sunday, January 1, 2017 
  Epiphany Sunday 
11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship Service and Communion, Sanctuary 
Monday, January 2 
  Church Office Closed 
Tuesday, January 3 
  7:00 p.m.   Theology Pub, High Rock Outfitters 
Wednesday, January 4  
  7:45 a.m.   Prayer Breakfast, Cagney’s 
  No Mid-Week Family Fellowship 
  No Chancel Choir or Chancel Bells Rehearsal 
Thursday, January 5 
  7:45 a.m. Men’s Devotion & Fellowship, Biscuit King on Main Street 
Friday, January 6 
Saturday, January 7 
Sunday, January 8 
  8:30 a.m. Early Worship, Fellowship Hall 
  9:45 a.m. Sunday School 
  9:45 a.m. Confirmation Class, 2nd Floor classrooms 
11:00 a.m.   Morning Worship Service, Sanctuary 
  5:30 p.m. Endowment, Parlor 
  7:00 p.m. Trustees, Parlor 
 

Announcements 
 

Remember to visit our website www.fumclex.org to stay connected with our 

church calendar, ministries, activities and events. 

 

Flower Calendar for Altar and Narthex 2017 

The flower calendar is displayed on the bulletin board in the main hallway.  You 
are invited to sign up as soon as possible to place flowers on either the altar or in 

the narthex in  honor or in memory of someone.  Please contact Geryl Myers 

(336) 249-0455, if you have any questions.  Be sure to contact Donna Huskins  

regarding the information to be printed in the bulletin for the date(s) you select. 

 
Confirmation Class 2017  Begins Sunday, January 8 (9:45 a.m.-10:45 a.m.) 

Your Faith  -  Your Commitment  -  God’s Call 

Confirm by Cokesbury reclaims confirmation as the first step on a journey that 

leads to a mature, adult faith.  Confirmation is the beginning of a conversation 
about what it means to be a Christian, living out your faith, your commitment, and 

God’s call.  Please contact Amanda Bostick (336) 596-1363 with any questions. 

First United Methodist Church 
310 South Main Street  -  Lexington, NC  -  27292 
Office phone: 248-2886    Website:  www.fumclex.org 
 

 

Rev. Jamie Armstrong, Senior Minister  jarmstrong1@wnccumc.net  
 

Rev. Doug Rowe, Minister of Congregational Care & Adult Ministries  drowe003@triad.rr.com 
 

Lee Mabe, Director of Music and Youth Ministries  maestromabe@gmail.com 
 

Phyllis Jones, Organist  phyllis.smith@yadkin.k12.nc.us 
 

Amanda Bostick, Children’s Ministries Coordinator  aebostick@gmail.com 
 

Kimberly Leonard, Toddler Nursery    
 

Alma Carlton, Financial Secretary  acarlton@firstumclex.org 
 

Donna Huskins, Administrative Assistant  dhuskins@firstumclex.org 
 

Charlie O’Connell, Kitchen Manager  c-oconnell@hotmail.com 



From the family of Bill Trollinger 
A memorial service for Bill Trollinger will be held on Saturday, January 7, 2017 
(12:00 p.m.) at McDougald Funeral Home, 305 E. Church Street, Laurinburg, 
NC.  Memorials may be made to First United Methodist Church, 310 S. Main 
Street, Lexington, NC.   
 
Today’s Greeters: 
Carolyn Briggs 
Jo and Larry Swing 
 
Today’s Ushers: 
Chief Ushers: Richard Foust, Jimmy Everhart 
Captain: Rick Samuels   Co-Captain: 
Mark Berrier, Bradley Hedrick, Loyd Leonard, Ronald Leonard, Adrian Neal, 
and Maywood Wilkerson.  Security: West Lamoureaux 
 

Prayer Requests 
Mary Williams 
Miheepa Jones 
Terri Beck 
Natalie Blomquist 
June Craver 
Steve Caudill 
Horace Conner 
Jane Harris 
Judy Hench 
John Hench 
Earl Hester 
Jim Highsmith 
Edna Morris 
Shelly Roberts 
Paul Smith 
Flonnie Thomason 
Peggy Trollinger 
Mary Louise Wilkerson 
 

Shut-Ins 
Dot Kinsey 
Caroline McCree 
Kathryn Neal 
Evelyn Sink 
 

 
 

Alston-Brook 
Frances Everhart 
Isabelle Trimpey 
 

Bethany Woods 
Alvin Pope 
 

Brookdale Lexington  
Opal Bloome 
Betty Darr 
 

Brookdale Winston-
Salem 
Pegge Wood Copley 
 

Genesis House (Salisbury) 
Julee Smith 
 
 

Lexington Health Care 
Albert Gobble 
Mary Norman 
 

Wood Haven 
Louise Pope 
 

Piedmont Crossing 
Health Care   
Margaret Beck 
Margaret McCrary Carver 
Margaret Ragan 
Residents 
Barbara Proctor 
Jim Ragan 
Nancy Wilkinson 
Jo Doris Beck 
Richard & Camille Lawrence 
Georgianna Niven 
Madeline Palmer 
Herman & Naoma Crabtree 
 

Extended Family 
and Friends 
David Ogle (Sarah Skeen’s 
father) 
Tempie Almstead 
Kelly Michael 
Kristin Harris 
Peter McDermott 
Claire Dowling 
Jim McDermott  
Rachel Hendrix 
Tommy Hendrix 
Ann Schaefer 
Luke Bryan 

Helen Hall 
David Stafford 
Cliff Lopp, Jr. 
Cameron & Pete Dunlap 
Linda & Tom Dunlap 
Carol & Steve Harris 
Peggy Sisk 
Anna Smathers 
Pete Ullsperger 
Pat Wilson 
Jack Smith 
Gene Oldham 
Susan Best 
Nakajah Vaughan 
Brenda Hipp 
Jane King 
Glenn Bisbee 
Breanna Wilson 
Jack Briggs 
Ethan Reavis 
Jason & Stacy Heitman 
Jenny Rains 
Jimmy Davis 
Bentley Leonard 
John Bruce Davis 
Sandra Parker 
Anita Hodge 
Eric Leonard 
Robert, Doris, & Keith Hunt 
Dewey Carlton 
Martha Daniel 
Debra Ann Leonard 
Betty Jean Whitaker 
Len & Dottie Harris 
Jack & Susan Phillips 
Jordan Beswick 
Susan Fritts 

Regina Chrest 
Bruce Thornton 
Ed Wilkerson 
 
Serving in the Armed 
Forces  
(mailing address & 
birthdate in newsletter) 
Capt. Jarrad Thorley 
SSS Jason Brownworth 
SGT Alan Ingram 
SPC Trevor J. Morris 
SPC John Hall 


